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Dear Savanna Families, 

Thank you for your ongoing patience and support as we work to effectively address health and safety concerns 
associated with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

As you know, we've sent several letters indicating that student dismissal in the Savanna School District will 
continue until such time that it is deemed safe for our students to return to school. In speaking with the Orange 
County Health Care Agency, we've been told that the while the curve is beginning to flatten, they are 
concerned that lifting the stay at home order too soon could result in an increased risk. In fact, they have 
tightened their policies on social distancing and use of face masks in recent days. While this wasn't what we 
were hoping to hear, it is in the best interest of the health and safety of our staff, students, and community to 
remain out for the remainder of the year. While we would like nothing more than to have our students 
return to classrooms this school year, we have made the decision that students will not return to 
in­class learning this school year. We know our students and teachers may be disappointed with this 
decision; however, we must rely on health care professionals. 

I never imagined we'd be finishing seven weeks without children in our classrooms. I never imagined we'd be 
telling parents and students to stay home for this long. I can't tell you how impressed I am with all that our 
students and staff are doing to continue learning during school closures; from live Zoom lessons to 
prerecorded videos, from Seesaw projects to DoJo lessons and assignments, from completing lessons using 
the core curriculum to participating in meaningful learning experiences, parents, students, and teachers are 
truly my heroes as I marvel at all you're doing each and every day to ensure students are engaged in 
learning. I'm so grateful with how well our community has embraced the Governor's Emergency Declaration 
that we continue delivering high-quality educational opportunities through other options, distance learning and 
independent study. The resiliency students and staff have shown throughout this closure is truly laudable! 

As we prepare to close the school year through Distance Learning, we realize that some students may have 
left materials at school they would like returned. Teachers will be reaching out in the next week to determine 
what items students have in their desks or in classrooms that need to be returned. Principals will be 
scheduling times for each grade level to pick up those materials in a drive-through manner during the last 
scheduled week of school and will communicate that to you. Due to the uncertainty of when we will be able to 
return to in-class learning this summer, we've made the difficult decision to cancel Summer Academy for 2020. 

I understand there are questions about when school will resume for the 2020-21 school year; our academic 
calendar for 2020-21 is posted on our website. As always, we will continue to provide our school community 
with timely district updates as new information becomes available. In the meantime, we urge families to abide 
by the Governor's Executive Order and to do their part in observing social distancing and following other 
important guidelines provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Orange County 
Health Care Agency including wearing face coverings when leaving your home. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation as we work together to help reduce the spread of COVID-19 and 
support the health and safety of everyone in our local community. 
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